Taste Ards and North Down – Trading Opportunities 
Expressions of Interest for 2026 Events

Taste Ards and North Down is coordinating and attending a range of food and drink events both within the borough and further afield throughout 2022026.

Terms, conditions and costs vary by event. Some opportunities are free to attend, while others are subsidised for Taste AND members.

We are now inviting Expressions of Interest from members who wish to trade under the Taste Ards and North Down banner at the following events:

Garden Show Ireland
Antrim Castle & Gardens
Friday 12 – Sunday 14 June 2026
· 4–6 places available
· £75 fee (Open market rate £300)
· No hot food vendors via Taste AND 
· Place allocations determined by Food NI/Antrim and Newtownabbey
· No Taste AND refrigeration or furniture available

Creative Peninsula Twilight Market
Conway Square, Newtownards
Friday 7 August 2026 | 3–9pm
· 6-8 places available
· £30 fee
· Two hot food vendor spaces available
· Place allocations determined by Creative Peninsula
· Preference for Newtownards and Peninsula-based producers
· No Taste AND refrigeration or furniture available

Donaghadee Ulster Fry Championships
Donaghadee Community Centre, Donaghadee
Saturday 16 August 2026 | 9am–4pm
· 12 places available
· £30 fee
· Two hot food vendor spaces available
· Local first policy
· Place allocations determined by DCDA
· Taste AND refrigeration or furniture available

Taste at Bangor Castle
Bangor Castle Park, Bangor
Saturday 26 – Sunday 27 September 2026
· 40 places available
· Free to trade (deposit scheme) - TAND members only
· 6 Hot food vendor spaces available 
· Managed bar facility
· Coffee and cake bar
· Wider restaurant participation welcome 
· Taste AND refrigeration/furniture available



Chillies in the Walled Garden
Bangor Walled Garden, Bangor
Saturday 26 – Sunday 27 September 2026
· 6 places available/Double site trading with Taste at Bangor Castle
· Hot food vendors welcome
· Free to trade (deposit scheme)
· 2 guest producers – but must be chilli products and no duplication (£120)
· Wider restaurant participation welcome 
· Taste AND refrigeration/furniture available.

Eat Ireland in a Day
Blas na hÉireann / Dingle Food Festival, County Kerry
Friday 2 – Sunday 4 October 2026
4 places available
· 4 places available
· Free to Blas Finalists from 2024, 2025 and 2026.
· Refrigeration supplied by Blas.
· Taste AND shelving supplied by request
· Accommodation available via Taste AND at price per room.

Samhain Food and Culture Festival
Kells, County Meath
Saturday 7 – Sunday 8 November 2026
· 5 places available
· £75 fee (Open Market cost is €150)
· Place allocations determined by Boyne Valley Flavours
· Presence in ROI market preferred.

Gifted Dublin
RDS, Dublin
Wednesday 2 – Sunday 6 December 2026
· 2 places available
· Businesses must have presence in ROI
· At this stage speculative.
· Cost £150.

Penalties Reminder
1. Your withdrawal from an event with less than 42 days’ notice before the event may result in the offer of a place at other events being withdrawn.
2. Your withdrawal from an event with less than 28 days may result in immediate cancellation of places confirmed at you other events and a six-month suspension from all Taste AND events and activities.
3. Extenuating Circumstances: We understand that exceptional situations may arise. Cases involving illness, bereavement, emergencies, or other serious circumstances will be considered on an individual basis, and penalties may be waived at the discretion of the Taste AND committee.
